
Snohomish County Marine Resources Advisory Committee Meeting  
Meeting Summary  

June 15, 2022 6:30-8:30PM 
*Meeting held at Willis Tucker Snohomish County Parks Building* 
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MRC Members Present 
Mike Ehlebracht, Chair  
Natasha Coumou, Co-Vice Chair  
Tom Doerge, Co-Vice Chair  
Tim Ellis, NWSC and LIO Rep. 
Brie Townsend 
Laura Gurley 
Sara Maxwell 
Franchesca Perez 
Michael Kundu  
Julie Schlenger  
Bob Margulis  
 
Absent 
Allan Hicks (excused) 
Andrew Gobin  
 

Staff 
Elisa Dawson, SWM Senior Planner and MRC Staff 
Alex Pittman, SWM Planner and MRC Staff 
MRC Ex-Officio Members 
David Bain, Citizen 
Susan Tarpley, Citizen 
Others 
Phil Salditt, Northwest Straits Foundation 

Summary of Decisions 
● The MRC approved the May 2022 meeting minutes.  
● The MRC approved the letter of support for the Kayak Point Park Day-Use 

Improvement Project.  
Upcoming Events 

● Forage Fish Monitoring: July 25 
● Crabber Outreach: July 1, 2, 8, and 9 at Everett 10th street Boat Launch 
● MRC Kelp Monitoring: July 11-13 
● Next MRC Meeting: July and August MRC Meetings cancelled.  
● MRC Social Picnic: August 17 

Welcome and Introductions 
MRC Chair Mike Ehlebracht opened the Marine Resources Committee (MRC) meeting at 6:30PM.  
Mike introduced himself and asked for self-introductions of the meeting participants. After 
introductions, Mike read the Snohomish County Tribal Acknowledgement. 
“We acknowledge the original inhabitants of this place, the Sah ku mehu (Sauk-Suiattle Tribe), the 
stuləgʷábš (Stillaguamish Tribe), and the sduhubš (Snohomish) Skykomish, Snoqualmie and their 
successors the Tulalip Tribes. Since time immemorial, they have hunted, fished, gathered on, and 
taken care of these lands and waters. We respect their sovereignty, their right to self-determination 
and honor their sacred spiritual connection with the land and water. We will strive to be honest 
about our past mistakes and bring about a future that includes their people, stories, and voices to 
form a more just and equitable society.  
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With this tribal acknowledgement, we open our time together by honoring the ancestors whose feet 
first knew these lands, and whose paddles still know the waters of what we now call Snohomish 
County.” 

Approval of MRC Meeting Summary 
Tim Ellis made a motion to approve the May 18, 2022 Meeting Summary. Natasha Coumou 
seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 
Kayak Point Park Day-Use Improvement Project Letter of Support  
At the May MRC Meeting, Carol Ohlfs from Snohomish County Parks, Recreation, & Tourism 
presented a project update to the MRC and requested a letter of support for additional grant funding 
to complete the project. At that meeting, the MRC approved the development of a draft letter of 
support using the Port of Everett’s letter of support as a template.  

A draft letter was circulated to the MRC for review in late May, and the current draft has been 
updated based on the comments received through that review. Mike Ehlebracht asked for any 
discussion on the letter, and there was none. Mike requested a MRC vote on if they would like to 
approve this letter of support for submittal: 
Tom Doerge made a motion to approve the Kayak Point Park Day-Use Improvement Project Letter 
of Support, Michael Kundu seconded. All were in favor and the motion passed. 
Mike Ehlebracht will sign the letter and a final letter will be sent to Snohomish County Parks.  
 
MRC General Administration and Planning Discussion  

Elisa Dawson facilitated a discussion of MRC general administration and planning. The group 
started by reviewing the MRC Bylaws. Elisa noted the Bylaws on alternates for members and was 
as the attendance Bylaws.  

In reviewing the work completed so far in 2021, the group discussed the need to add Green Crab 
work to the MRC workplan. MRC Members who have been involved in Green Grab work noted 
their experience so far, and the deepening need to address Green Crab as the Green Crabs are being 
found further south into Puget Sound. The MRC agreed to work to find a guest speaker for an early 
fall MRC meeting on this topic. Bob Margulis will reach out to the Northwest Straits Commission 
for Guest Speaker ideas, and Natasha Coumou will reach out to Washington Sea Grant.  

The group next discussed Snohomish County Code 2.800 – Marine Resources Advisory 
Committee. Elisa noted that in January 2022 the MRC considered the following change to SCC 
2.800.050, as follows in red: All positions shall serve three-year terms, except for the initial terms 
which shall be established by ordinance. A member shall not serve more than three consecutive 
terms on the committee, unless they represent (d) local tribal governments and are selected by the 
tribal government to serve as representative.  
 
The MRC discussed moving forward on this change. There was general agreement among the 
group that the MRC should work to move this change forward. One suggestion was to look into an 
annual opportunity the County Council may offer for proposing code suggestions. The Executive 
Committee will look into this opportunity as a way to move forward on this change.  
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Additionally, the MRC briefly discussed the need to update the MRC Strategic Plan. Due to lack of 
time, the MRC will discuss the Strategic Plan at a later meeting.  

Alex Pittman announced he has accepted a new position as a Watershed Steward at Snohomish 
County. Alex has served as staff for the Snohomish MRC since October 2020. For the last 21 
months he has helped lead many MRC projects including forage fish monitoring, our Port Susan 
work, beach cleanups with partners, and has been a great coworker and friend to the MRC. In his 
new role within Snohomish County, he will provide technical assistance to Snohomish County 
residents and public agencies on surface water projects. He will be monitoring water quality issues 
and improving habitat throughout the County. The MRC is pleased to see him in this role that we 
know he will excel at.   

The MRC has cancelled their July meeting. The August meeting is also cancelled, per the usual 
schedule, and in its place a social picnic will occur on August 17. More details to come.  

Project Updates and Announcements 
• LIO: No updates.  
• Northwest Straits Commission: Tim Ellis reported the Key Highlights from May 27 

NWSC Meeting: 
 Action Item: MRC reps please ask your MRCs for insight on the following 

conference related matters and report general feedback to Sasha and Elsa 
(horst@nwstraits.org; eschwartz@estuaries.org). Given COVID: 

• How does the MRC feel about attending an in person indoor NW Straits 
Initiative conference in November? 

• How does the MRC feel about attending an outdoor NW Straits Initiative 
gathering in late summer/early fall instead of holding an in-person 
conference in November? The event would be more of an opportunity to 
connect than a conference. 

 Lucas will be reaching out to MRC staff and other interested parties soon to 
schedule a meeting to discuss derelict vessels. In particular, we will discuss an 
opportunity to do a direct interagency agreement with DNR to remove vessels in 
MRC counties. Related to this, we will review the Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) Vessels of Concern list and the possibility of doing a pilot 
vessel turn-in event with DNR. 

 The Puget Sound Partnership Leadership Council will vote on approval of the 
new Action Agenda in June. 

o The next NWSC meeting is June 24. 
• Marine Vegetation: Tom Doerge reported that the MRC Kelp Monitoring Team has 

scheduled monitoring dates for the 2022 monitoring season. All three sites (Edmonds, 
Mukilteo, Meadowdale) will be monitored in July. Possible dates are July 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
& 27. Edmonds will be monitored a second time in August. Possible dates are August 10 & 
12. SWM Staff will monitor Hat Island in August. Possible dates are August 11 & 25. Tom 
also announced that the MRC has gotten their permit for access at the Edmonds Dive Park. 

• Forage Fish Monitoring: Alex Pittman reported that May Forage Fish Monitoring was 
completed on May 19 at Picnic Point and Howarth Park. June monitoring is scheduled for 
June 16 at Picnic Point and Howarth Park. MRC Member Bob and SWM staff Joycelyn are 
attending the forage fish training in Port Townsend in July.  
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• Port Susan:  Alex Pittman & Sara Maxwell reported that the Port Susan team hosted an 
introductory stakeholder meeting at the Stillaguamish Watershed Council (SWC) meeting 
on May 25. The SWC doubles as the LIO Implementation Committee for the Stillaguamish 
watershed. We also invited the Island County LIO and stakeholders who had previously 
expressed an interest in continued engagement. At this meeting, we introduced the project 
and solicited input on a draft progress tracker, a draft crosswalk with the PSP Action 
Agenda, and draft agendas for the two follow up stakeholder meetings. We are currently 
planning for the two follow up meetings, which will occur in late June and early July, and 
will focus on the Objectives & Strategic Actions of the CAP and Implementation Planning. 
Dates for the workshops are June 30 and July 6.   

• Derelict Vessels: Elisa Dawson reported the County’s contractor, NRC, is planning to begin 
removing four vessels the week of June 27, starting with the vessel on Jetty Island. 

• Crabber Education: Susan Tarpley reported that the Crabber Education subcommittee met 
on June 6 to discuss the outreach plan for 2022. The team is planning to coordinate in-
person outreach at the 10th Street Boat Launch in Everett on July 1st, 2nd, 8th, and 9th, 
pending final details about opening day from WDFW. Depending on volunteer interest 
beyond the subcommittee, in-person outreach may expand to additional sites throughout the 
County. 

• Elisa reported that she will be out-of-office June 17-27 
• Volunteer Hours Due Friday, July 1. Please send them to Alex Pittman.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:30.   
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