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MRC Members Present 

Mike Ehlebracht   

Bob Hillmann  

Tom Doerge  

Laura Gurley 

Franchesca Perez  

Susan Tarpley  

Craig Wollam 

Paul Clampitt 

 

Absent 

Sarah Brown  

Deborah Hopkins 

Traci Sanderson  

Cathy Stanley   

 

Staff, Presenters, and Others 

Kathleen Pozarycki, MRC Lead Staff 

Elisa Dawson, MRC Staff 

 

David Bain, Citizen 

Kari Quaas, Snohomish Conservation District 

 

 

 

Summary of Decisions 

The MRC approved the February 20th MRC Meeting Summary. 

 

Upcoming Events 

● WDFW Puget Sound Recreational Fisheries Discussion March 27th at 6pm. 

● Northwest Straits Foundation Fundraiser on April 5th at Jerry Master’s House. 

● Tour of the Alderwood Wastewater Treatment Plant at Picnic Point on April 16th at 1pm. 

● Workshop “Addressing Shoreline Armoring in Puget Sound: Weaving together the past and 

future of design, science, regulations, education, and outreach” on April 23rd in Seattle. 

● Snohomish County Earth Day tabling by the MRC- April 23rd 11:30am-1:30pm. 

● UW Bothell Earth Day tabling by the MRC – April 24th. 

 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

Co-Vice Chair Bob Hillmann opened the Marine Resources Committee (MRC) meeting with a 

quorum at 6:30pm.    

 

Bob introduced himself and called for self-introduction of meeting participants.     

 

Approval of MRC Meeting Summary 

Mike Ehlebracht made a motion to approve the February 20th, 2018 MRC Meeting Summary.  

Craig Wollam seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 
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MRC Grant Brainstorm RFP 2019-2020 

Bob Hillmann began the discussion of ideas for the Northwest Straits Commission MRC grant 

funding opportunity for 2019-2020. The Request for Proposal (RFP) for the grant was issued in 

March by the Northwest Straits Commission. The MRC will need to decide on a grant project 

and schedule a consultation with the MRC and Northwest Straits Commission staff in April.  

 

The first idea the MRC discussed was building off of the 2018 Near Term Action (NTA) 

proposal, Snohomish River Estuary Creosote Piling Removal Planning, Prioritization, and 

Removal, which the MRC wrote for the 2018 NTA round. Elisa mentioned that the NTA has not 

received any funding yet, and because the MRC has already done the work to create this idea, it 

might be a great opportunity to fund a portion of the idea through the MRC grant. Additionally, 

Elisa mentioned that there could be an opportunity to continue to promote the MyCoast app as a 

part of the project proposal as well. The MRC discussed the idea to focus specifically on the 

prioritization of pilings for the MRC 2019-2020 grant. Because there as so many pilings, many 

of which are on private land, the MRC discussed prioritizing all the pilings on public land, 

including Snohomish County, the City of Everett, and Washington State lands. Laura mentioned 

that the Port of Everett may be interested in participating and having the pilings on their land 

prioritized. The MRC agreed to keep this idea on their list as they discuss the other options.  

 

Bob said that the next idea for to conduct derelict crab pot removal in Port Gardner Study Area. 

Kathleen mentioned that the MRC would need to contact the Northwest Straits Foundation, who 

has done some of the studies historically, the coordinate efforts on this project. Kathleen said that 

she in unsure if the Northwest Straits Foundation intends to do any crab removal in the Port 

Gardner Study area in the 2019-2020 season. Several MRC members said that they liked the 

project idea, and would support it if the Northwest Straits Foundation was not conducting 

derelict crab pot removal in the area. Paul mentioned that in the past the Foundation has funded 

the project with money they have gotten temporarily from crab pot fees. He said that while the 

Northwest Straits Initiative is working on securing funding, they probably won’t know about 

funding and crab pot related work until May. Franny will check in with Northwest Straits 

Foundation staff at the retreat she is attending later in the week, and will report back to the MRC. 

The MRC discussed keeping this idea as a second choice, after the piling prioritization.   

 

Kathleen mentioned another idea she had is to hire a consulting firm to develop a report on how 

Snohomish County could create an in-lieu fee mitigation program to further estuary restoration. 

Kathleen said that there is $10 million dollars being discussed as mitigation for the US 2 trestle, 

and this project would create a mechanism for the County to accept those funds. Kathleen 

mentioned that after talking with other Snohomish County staff about this idea, she believes it 

may not be the MRC role to take on this project. After a short discussion, the MRC decided to 

take this idea off the list for 2019-2020 grant proposal ideas.  

 

Finally, the MRC discussed the idea to create a project around addressing issue of boats illegally 

moored in Steamboat Slough. Kathleen shared that this she believes this project is not high on 

her list because of potential challenges noted in past meetings on the subject and concerns from 

the MRC Executive Committee as well as other Snohomish County staff. MRC members shared 

concerns about this project as well. The MRC discussed needing to get some clarification around 

what is legal under the code and what is not. The MRC discussed creating a whitepaper on this 

subject, but decided to take if off of the list for 2019-2020 grant proposal ideas.  
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The MRC members present unanimously agreed to move forward with the prioritization of 

pilings in the Snohomish Estuary as their top choice for the 2019-2020 grant. MRC staff will 

gather additional information on the project, and will schedule a consultation with Northwest 

Straits Commission staff to discuss the idea further.  

 

MRC 2018 Annual Report Draft  
Elisa Dawson shared copies of the draft MRC 2018 Annual Report with the MRC members. 

Elisa has been working to complete the 2018 Annual Report, which is due on April 11th, as a 

deliverable for the MRC grant. Elisa displayed the 2018 Annual Report on the screen, and went 

through each page with the MRC. Elisa asked for general feedback on the report, and said she 

will send out the document for a more thorough edit to the MRC members after the meeting. 

MRC members discussed several edits to the layout and photos in the report. Elisa will 

incorporate these edits working with Snohomish County Public Works Communications staff. 

After these edits are complete, she will send out the final draft for review. All comments will be 

due to Elisa by April 1st, 2019. Kathleen is working on scheduling the presentation to the 

Snohomish County Council, which will include the Annual Report. This presentation will likely 

be scheduled for mid-April.  

 

Project Updates and Announcements 

 

 NWSC Update: Paul reported that the Northwest Straits Commission wrote a letter in 

support of streamlining kelp and eelgrass state permitting. Additionally, the Commission 

is still focused on attaining secure funding for 2020 and beyond. Don Hunger is still 

serving as the interim director for Northwest Straits Foundation while Caroline is out on 

medical leave. Paul reported that Franny will be attending the retreat, and will step in as 

the NWSC representative starting in April.   

 

 Ocean Literacy:  Kathleen announced that the Snohomish County Earth Day event will 

be April 23rd from 11:30-1:30 p.m. Surface Water Management Staff Dani Driscoll is 

going to use the MRC Discover the Salish Sea curriculum for the focus of Snohomish 

County earth day events and is also helping connect the MRC with Everett Children’s 

Museum. The Snohomish County Earth Day event is also going to use the MyCoast 

booth and help promote the smartphone app.  The Children’s Museum is interested in 

interacting with the teachers and sharing and distributing the film curriculum for the 

MRC. Susan, Tom, and Franny will stop by the Earth Day event. Tom will pick up the 

booth at the event and take it to the UW Bothell Earth Day event, which is the next day.  

 

 MyCoast Marketing Plan Update: Kathleen reported that she, Elisa Dawson, 

Franchesca Perez, and Sarah Brown attended the MyCoast App Marketing Campaign 

Project Kick-Off on February 26th. EnviroIssues is the consultant working on the 

MyCoast App Marketing Campaign Project. Staff from EnviroIssues led a conversation 

around project planning and goals. EnviroIssues is working on a draft Marketing Plan for 

the grant. The team will meet again in late March to discuss progress and review the draft 

plan.   

 

 Forage Fish Update: Elisa reported that she, Craig Wollam, Cathy Stanley, Bob 

Hillmann, and Tom Doerge completed the Forage Fish Survey on February 21. Samples 

were taken from the 14 nearshore restoration sites and were sent to the consultant for 
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processing. This survey marks the end of the forage fish sampling season. Elisa shared 

the results from August 2018 – February 2019. Elisa reported that she is working with 

Dan Penttila who will review the work done this season, and give an analysis and 

guidance for how to proceed in future sampling.  

 

 Crabber Outreach: Bob said that he, Elisa, Kathleen, Paul, and Craig met on February 

27th for a MRC Crabber Subcommittee Meeting. The goal of the meeting was to discuss 

the crabber education and outreach plan for 2019. This year, the MRC did not allocate 

funds to work with WSU Extension Beach Watchers for outreach. Therefore, the MRC 

has decided to scale down their effort to focus on the Everett Boat Launch and Edmonds 

Fishing Pier for 2019, removing the Kayak Point location. The MRC is reaching out to 

Don Velasquez from WDFW to obtain educational packets and crab gauges. 

 

 Mussel Watch: Mike reported that he is working with Jennifer Lanksbury to schedule 

for a presentation at an MRC meeting in either June or July.  

 

 Oil Spill: Susan reported on Saturday March 23rd there will be a one-day interactive 

training for volunteer participants to understand how to recognize, react, and protect 

themselves from the hazards associated with an oil spill. The class will cover hazardous 

situation recognition, personal protective equipment, decontamination procedures, and an 

overview of how oil spill response operations are conducted. The class also examines 

hazards associated with working around oiled wildlife. The class is put on by the 

Washington Department of Ecology and is free for participants. Upon completion, 

participants will receive an 8-hr Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response 

(HAZWOPER) certificate. This class also satisfies the annual HAZWOPER renewal 

requirements. Susan reported that she cannot attend this year, but encouraged anyone 

who is interested to attend.  

 

 Kelp Monitoring: Tom reported that on February 28, he and Franchesca Perez attended 

the third of four Kelp Conservation and Restoration Workshops, this one at Padilla Bay 

Reserve. He reported that there is very high interest and engagement in this topic as 

evidenced by the attendance of 45 leaders in kelp science, management and citizen 

involvement. The goal of the workshop was to prioritize data gaps in our knowledge of 

the following: kelp distribution, priority study-area identification, human impacts, 

environmental stressors and restoration. The top five rated data gaps identified were: 

water quality and nutrient monitoring tied to land practices; development of protocols to 

better assess kelp distribution, including remote methods; better understanding of kelp 

habitat related to the food web; expanded kelp area monitoring efforts; and ecology of 

understory species (in addition to bull kelp). The fourth kelp workshop will seek to link 

these priorities to attainable management strategies.  

  

 Bob reported that on March 27, the WDFW Puget Sound Recreational Fisheries 

Discussion will be from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the WDFW Region 4 Headquarters (16018 

Mill Creek Blvd., Mill Creek). The event will be a public discussion of pre-season 

forecasts and possible salmon fisheries. 
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 Susan reported that a Northwest Straits Foundation Fundraiser is being held on April 5th 

at Jerry Master’s House. Several MRC members shared that they are planning on 

attending.  

 

 Kathleen mentioned that she will be attending the workshop “Addressing Shoreline 

Armoring in Puget Sound: Weaving together the past and future of design, science, 

regulations, education, and outreach” on April 23 in Seattle. She invited any MRC 

members to attend, and please contact her to register.  

 

 The MRC will table at the UW Bothell Earth Day event April 24th 11:00-2:30 p.m. Tom, 

Mike, and Debbie will represent the MRC at the table.  

 

 Elisa invited MRC Members to attend a tour of the Alderwood Wastewater Treatment 

Plant at Picnic Point on April 16th at 1pm. The tour is voluntary and an opportunity to 

learn about the wastewater treatment plant processes.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
 

 


