
Snohomish County Marine Resources Advisory Committee Meeting  

Meeting Summary 
 

September 20, 2017 6:30-8:30PM 

3000 Rockefeller Ave, Snohomish County Campus, Everett WA 98201 

Admin East Building, 6th Floor, 6A02 
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MRC Members Present 

Paul Clampitt 

Tom Doerge  

Mike Ehlebracht  

Deborah Hopkins 

Traci Sanderson 

Cathy Stanley 

Susan Tarpley 

Craig Wollam (by phone) 

  

 

Absent 

Sarah Brown (excused) 

Laura Gurley (excused) 

Bob Hillmann (excused) 

Franchesca Perez (excused) 

 

Staff, Presenters, and Others 

Elisa Dawson, Snohomish County MRC Planner 

Bob Bernhard, SWM Planner 

 

Ryan Williams, Snohomish Conservation District  

 

 

  

 

Summary of Decisions 

The MRC approved the July 19, 2017 and August 16, 2017 MRC Meeting Summaries. 

The MRC will modify a letter written to the County Council regarding the Snohomish Conservation 

District and will deliver the letter before the October 18, 2017 council hearing. 

  

Upcoming Events 

 The next forage fish sampling will be October 18, 2017.  

 Port Susan shoreline property protection and maintenance workshop at Lake Goodwin 

Community Club on Saturday, October 14.   

 The next Boards and Commissions Training is  Wednesday, October 11th, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm, Evergreen 

State Fairgrounds, Long House 14405 179th Ave. SE, Monroe 9827; or Wednesday, Nov. 8th, Wednesday, 

Dec. 13th at Snohomish County Campus, Public Meeting Rooms 3000 Rockefeller Ave., Everett 98201 
 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

Co-Chair Traci Sanderson opened the Marine Resources Committee (MRC) meeting with a quorum 

at 6:30pm.    

 

Elisa Dawson introduced the guest speaker for the meeting, Ryan Williams, Program Integration 

Manager for the Snohomish Conservation District (SCD).      
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Approval of MRC Meeting Summary 

Mike Ehlebracht made a motion to approve the July 19, 2017 and August 16, 2017 MRC Meeting 

Summaries.  Susan Tarpley and Tom Doerge seconded the motions, respectively.  All were in favor 

and the motion passed. 

 

Kelp mapping 2017 

Tom Doerge gave an update of the 2017 kelp mapping. Kelp maps were provided for the group and 

displayed on the projector.  Elisa Dawson, Lincoln Loehr, and Tom Doerge conducted Snohomish 

County MRC’s yearly kelp monitorin on August 7-9. The kelp team surveyed locations at Meadowdale, 

Edmonds, and Mukilteo. Snohomish County SWM GIS personnel started using the data collected to 

add to maps created from previous surveys in order to monitor change over time. On August 24, 

Tom Doerge and Tim Keal joined Cathy Stanley in the Tulalip Tribes’ boat to do some initial 

reconnaissance for kelp near Hat Island in Snohomish County. During the Hat Island kelp 

reconnaissance, the team was able to map a 27 acre kelp bed on the south end of Hat Island. There 

may also be additional kelp beds on the west and north sides of the island, but the team did not have 

time to map these due to tides. Next year, it would be good to do additional reconnaissance around 

Hat Island.  

 

The maps show a decrease in  kelp bed surface area  over the three years data has been collected, 

2015-2017.  A group discussion was held on the decrease of bull kelp at all three sites.  Possible 

reasons for the decrease in bull kelp production could be attributed to increased water temperatures. 

Increased sedimentation during the spring season, leading to a sandier substrate not suitable for kelp 

development or burying seeds, was also discussed. It was agreed that continued annual monitoring 

will be beneficial to better understand factors impacting kelp beds. The MRC would like  to learn 

more about the additional monitoring the Northwest Straits Commission is conducting on kelp 

condition. Elisa mentioned there should be an update of the kelp data at the Northwest Straits 

Conference this November 3-4. 

 

After the meeting GIS files were accessed to calculate approximate loss of kelp surface area.  The 

total surface area of bull kelp at the Edmonds’ site decreased from 16.51 acres in 2015 to 7.43 acres 

in 2017, a loss of 55%.  The total surface area of bull kelp at the Meadowdale site experienced a 

loss of approximately 84%, from 1.52 acres in 2015 to 0.25 acres in 2017.  The greatest percent loss 

occurred at the Mukilteo site with a reduction of approximately 96%, 5.17 acres in 2015 to 0.18 

acres in 2017.   

 

Subcommittee Reports:  

MRC Storm Surge Grant: 

Elisa Dawson gave an update on the Storm Surge grant.  The MRC has purchased a multiparameter 

monitoring device to replace the existing monitoring device at Kayak Point. The new device 

includes a conductivity probe. The monitoring device without a conductivity probe will be deployed 

at a new site, which is still under consideration.  Elisa asked the MRC for input on possible 

locations.  Several MRC members thought that the Edmonds or Mukilteo ferry terminals may be a 

good spot. Another suggestion was to put the probe at another location in Port Susan, in order to 

continue to gain detailed information in that area. Elisa will follow up with Dr. Eric Grossman on 

possible locations. Susan Tarpley will contact Snohomish County Department of Emergency 

Management to solicit any feedback from them on possible locations.  

 

Elisa then discussed the September 14th Storm Surge workshop.  The Storm Surge workshop had an 

attendance of 14 residents from the Port Susan area with 2 repeat attendees from the previous 

workshop.  Dr. Eric Grossman demonstrated the USGS model for the attendees and spoke about the 
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importance of citizens’ efforts to capture storm surge events with photographs.  Lisa Kauffman 

spoke about armoring removal and explained what she was able to provide as support (e.g., permit 

writing and site evaluations).  Elisa Dawson reviewed the MyCoast app and showed the attendees 

the onsite mulitparameter datasonde located at the Kayak Point Regional Park pier. Guests were 

also invited to attend an October 14 shoreline landowner’s workshop at the Lake Goodwin 

Community Club. This event, hosted by the Northwest Straits Foundation and the Snohomish 

County Marine Resources Committee, will feature a presentation by Jim Johannessen, a coastal 

processes expert. Workshop topics include how to manage beach and bluff erosion, enhancing 

beach access, and using native vegetation for slope stability and habitat. Participants will also 

receive information on free site visits by a private, shoreline management professional to learn how 

to protect their property. 

 

Ocean Literacy Grant 

Elisa announced that the documentaries grant was submitted to NWSC and are currently awaiting 

approval from the NWSC..  The Ocean Literacy subcommittee is taking next steps to coordinate the 

screening of three movies.  Two locations will be selected to screen three movies each.  The 

potential locations include U of W at Bothell, Everett Community College, Everett Performing Arts 

Center, the Edmonds Theater (415 Main St) and Edmonds Community College.  The screenings 

will take place between January and May of 2018. Debbie will follow up with the subcommittee to 

determine dates and movies.  

 

Oil Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response 

Susan Tarpley updated the Snohomish MRC on the oil spill prevention, preparedness and response.  

Currently the response plan is still in review with Snohomish County.  The Snohomish MRC will 

be allowed to preview the county’s hazardous materials spill plan.  The City of Stanwood will be 

participating in an oil train spill drill on October 18th, 2017. Susan Tarpley is unable to attend the 

drill.  

 

Mussel Watch 

Mike Ehlebracht spoke to the Snohomish MRC about the 2017-2018 Mussel Watch season.  A 

Letter of Commitment has been signed by WDFW and is awaiting signature from the Snohomish 

County Public Works Director. Elisa and Tom conducted recon at Port of Everett for WDFW on 

September 18. Elisa and Tom did recon at the 10th street boat launch and Boxcar Park. Tom and 

Elisa found a workable site at the 10th street boat launch and reported the information to WDFW.  

The MRC will be sponsoring one Caged Mussel Watch site at Brackett’s Landing in Edmonds.    

A deployment date was discussed, between November 5-9.  A tentative deployment for the evening 

of Sunday, November 5th has been agreed upon by participating MRC members.  It is estimated that 

it will take approximately 1.5 hours to deploy the cages.   

 

Recreational Fisheries Education: 

Elisa Dawson and Bob Hillmann attended a follow up meeting on August 4th with Snohomish 

County Beach Watchers to review the 2017 Crabber Education Project. In total: 1,031 crabber 

education packets handed out in Snohomish County this year for this project. The Team discussed 

what went well, and possible changes and improvements for next. Overall, the team thought the 

project was well organized and a highlight was the training that was offered by WSU Extension 

prior to crabber opening weekend. Suggestions for next year included lessening the amount of 

plastic wrap in the packets, starting as early as 5AM, and ending earlier such as 12-2PM. 

Volunteers also suggested keeping the gauges outside of the packet, as many crabbers already had 

the gauges and were only interested in the educational materials. The team also discussed future 
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outreach efforts to include the distribution of packets from vendors whom sell crab pots and 

licenses.  

 

Forage Fish: 

SWM staff continue to work with a team of researchers from the University of Washington on the 

ESRP grant. Samples were taken on September 19. The next sample date is October 18th, meet at 

Howarth Park at 10:30AM. Tom Doerge volunteered to assist on the boat run while Paul Clampitt 

has agreed to assist at the Meadowdale and Picnic Point locations. Elisa will send out an email to 

solicit volunteers to help at Howarth Park.  

 

Snohomish Estuary Cleanup/ Derelict Vessels: 

Elisa Dawson reported that she and Zach Brown met with the PA and discussed the contract on 

Monday, September 18th.  The PA does not think a contract is needed. After researching chapter 

79.100 RCW on derelict vessels, which was mentioned several times in the agreement, the County’s 

rights and responsibilities regarding the removal of derelict vessels was determined to be fully 

contained within that chapter of statute.  The statute specifies the County may recover up to 90% of 

the total reasonable and auditable costs of abandoned or derelict vessels.  Indeed, the County’s 

rights and responsibilities are more fully articulated under chapter 79.100 RCW than they are under 

the proposed agreement. Further, as indicated by the Snohomish County Contracts representative, 

the County can utilize the Department of Enterprises Services (DES) Derelict Vessel Master 

agreement without entering into this agreement with DNR. . Next SWM staff will discuss with 

DNR if a contract is needed from their perspective or if we can move forward with either a scope of 

work or MOU. 

 

MRC Letter regarding Snohomish Conservation District 

Mike Ehlebracht reviewed the draft letter with the Snohomish MRC.  Several members agreed that 

the letter could benefit from an additional sentence or two mentioning that projects should be 

sought out by the Snohomish Conservation District in nearshore communities, areas that have not 

received much attention from the Snohomish Conservation District in the past.  Recipients to be 

included in the cc are Will Hall (SWM), Greg Farris (SWM) and Ryan Williams (SCD). The MRC 

will modify a letter written to the County Council regarding the Snohomish Conservation District 

and will deliver the letter before the October 18, 2017 council hearing. 

 

Announcements 

 NWSC Update- Tom Doerge attended the August 26th Northwest Straits Commission 

meeting as an alternate for Paul Clampitt. The meeting was held at the Pacific Rim 

Institute in Island County. The NWSC Committees gave reports, and there was a 

presentation on Education and Outreach in Island County. Other topics included a Puget 

Sound Partnership update, and a Northwest Straits Foundation update. Dr. Ron Thom 

and Dr. Tom Mumford have a presentation on defining Ecosystem Health.  

  

 LIO Update- Elisa for Paul Elisa Dawson attended the Snohomish-Stillaguamish Local 

Integrating Organization (LIO) met on July 27th. The LIO has $100,000 to allocate to 

NTA(s) by the end of September 2017. The Executive Committee has prioritized using 

this money for a non-capital project. There was confusion on whether or not the 

Snohomish MRC NTA for Snohomish Estuary Cleanup was considered capital or non-

capital. At an additional special meeting, attended by Elisa Dawson and Franchesca 

Perez, on August 16th, the LIO decided to keep the Snohomish Estuary Cleanup to be 

considered for funding. The final decision on project funding was decided on August 

24th, and the MRC did not get funding. The LIO decided by vote to fund the Latino 
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Stormwater Outreach Program by WSU with the $100,000.Elisa Dawson and MRC Co-

Chair Sarah Brown attended the Snohomish County Boards and Commissions 

Appreciate Event on August 28 at the Evergreen State Fairgrounds. The Boards and 

Commissions members were greeted by Snohomish County Executive Dave Somers, 

thanked for their service, and were provided a catered dinner.   

  

 Elisa reminded MRC members that volunteer hours are due 9/28/17. Please turn in your 

hours ASAP  

 Elisa reminded the MRC members to reserve hotel room and register for MRC 

conference, November 3-4 at the Four Points by Sheraton in Bellingham, Washington.  

Elisa requested that a google map with mileage of your home to the conference be sent 

to her so that she can process reimbursements for the MRC.  

 Elisa asked the MRC if anyone is interested in participating on a subcommittee for ‘how 

science is used in decision making’,  a UW study. The UW group would like 3-5 MRC 

participants. The group would set up an evening meeting to discuss how science is used 

in decision making for MRC member and dinner would be provided for participants.  

 Elisa reported that the MRC has been contacted by a Girl Scout who needs a “gold 

project” (like Eagle Scout), and is interested in marine biology. Elisa suggested helping 

with the capturing beach change project. Debbie offered to help mentor the Girl Scout if 

she was interested in working with the MRC.  

 Paul has volunteered for snacks for October and Susan has volunteered for November.  

 Snohomish County SWM is creating a grant incentive program for water 

quality/environmental projects 

 Business Plan Ad Hoc Board was created. Elisa reported that she has been asking 

management how the MRC will be involved. Elisa will ask management if someone 

from the Business Plan can come and present at the October MRC meeting.  

 All MRC members need to choose a date for County Boards and Commissions Training 

Wednesday, October 11, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm, Evergreen State Fairgrounds, Long House 

14405 179th Ave. SE, Monroe 98272. Next opportunities are Wednesday, Nov. 8th, 

Wednesday, Dec. 13th at Snohomish County Campus, Public Meeting Rooms 3000 

Rockefeller Ave., Everett 98201 

 

 

Running List of MRC Actions: 

 Tom and Paul will attend the forage fish sampling event on October 18. Elisa will send out 

an email soliciting more volunteers to help at Howarth Park.  

 MRC members who have not done so yet need to attend a County Boards and Commission 

training workshop.    

 Susan Tarpley will edit the letter to Snohomish County Council regarding the Snohomish 

Conservation District.  

 Elisa will ask management if someone from the Business Plan can come and present at the 

October MRC meeting. 

 Debbie will follow up with the MRC grant subcommittee to determine dates and movies.     

 MRC members who have not already done so will register for the MRC conference and 

print a map of their mileage for Elisa. If an MRC member cannot attend the conference, they 

will discuss this with Elisa.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 


