
Snohomish County Marine Resources Advisory Committee Meeting  

Meeting Summary 
 

July 19, 2017 6:30-8:30PM 

3000 Rockefeller Ave, Snohomish County Campus, Everett WA 98201 

Admin East Building, 6th Floor, 6A02 
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MRC Members Present 

Sarah Brown 

Tom Doerge  

Mike Ehlebracht  

Laura Gurley 

Deborah Hopkins 

Franchesca Perez 

Cathy Stanley 

Susan Tarpley 

Craig Wollam 

  

 

Absent 

Paul Clampitt (excused) 

Bob Hillmann (excused) 

Traci Sanderson (excused) 

 

 

Staff, Presenters, and Others 

Elisa Dawson, Snohomish County MRC Planner 

Bob Bernhard, SWM Planner 

 

Ryan Williams, Snohomish Conservation District  

 

 

  

 

Summary of Decisions 

The MRC approved the May 17, 2017 and June 21, 2017 MRC Meeting Summaries. 

The MRC will write a letter to the County Council regarding the Snohomish Conservation District 

The MRC agreed to help fund the derelict crab pot removal project done in Port Gardner for 2018.  

  

Upcoming Events 

 The next forage fish sampling will be August 17, 2017.  

 The Snohomish MRC picnic will be on August 16, 2017, 6:30-8:30pm at Boxcar Park 

 Festival of the River is August 12 and 13 

 Warm Beach Summerfest is August 12. 

 Boards and Commissions Appreciation Event at the Evergreen State Fair. August 28 6-8PM. 

 The next Boards and Commissions Training is  Wednesday, Sept. 13th, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm, 

Willis D. Tucker Community Park, Gary Weikel Room, 6705 Puget Park Drive, Snohomish 

98296 

 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

Franchesca Perez opened the Marine Resources Committee (MRC) meeting with a quorum at 

6:30pm.    

 

Elisa Dawson introduced the guest speaker for the meeting, Ryan Williams, Program Integration 

Manager for the Snohomish Conservation District (SCD).      
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Approval of MRC Meeting Summary 

Tom Doerge made a motion to approve the May 17, 2017 and June 21, 2017 MRC Meeting 

Summaries.  Laura Gurley seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Snohomish Conservation District Request for Letter of Support  
During the previous month’s MRC meeting Ryan Williams, Program Integration Manager for the 

Snohomish Conservation District, presented a proposed fee increase for the SCD and requested a 

Letter of Support from the MRC.  The letter would be given to the County Council in the fall of 

2017 when the SCD presents the proposed change in their fees, from an assessment structure to a 

rates and charges structure.   

 

Recap of the June 17 presentation 

Before the June meeting a series of questions was sent to Ryan. 

1. What type of technical assistance have you given to shoreline residents?   

2. Do you have a specific outreach plan?   

3. How many people have you connected with and do you have a target plan/amount that 

would be the goal if the rate increase goes through?   

 

Below is Ryan’s response which he discussed during the June 21, 2017 meeting: 

“Most of our work focuses on improving water quality and habitat throughout Snohomish  

County and Camano Island. With the new Rates and Charges effort the majority of the new  

funding is focusing on urban stormwater and ways to reduce its impact through things like rain  

gardens and water catchment. We plan to increase our technical and financial assistance  

programs. For the marine environment we have done some work with our existing assessment.  

We have conducted 15 marine shoreline site visits in the last three years and cost shared on one 

project, a nearshore planting along 500 feet of shoreline on Camano Island. All of this was  

generated by either word of mouth or events that were not directly related to marine shoreline  

outreach. We are still trying to determine how our expertise in landowner technical assistance  

can be applied in a meaningful way so we have not developed a clear outreach plan. Most of our 

funding is tied up in our active grants which has focused on freshwater activities. We are about  

to begin our next 5-year planning process and this is a good time to try to define where we can  

support marine efforts. We hope to engage the MRC in our 5-year planning process to see 

 where we can help.” 

 

After the June presentation Ryan was asked by the MRC to return in July and elaborate more on 

future efforts that would benefit coastal and nearshore environments. 

 

Prior to the July meeting SWM management determined that a Letter of Support from the MRC on 

SCD’s rates and charges restructuring, like all Letters of Support, would require the MRC to seek 

approval from the County Council. Because the Snohomish County Council would ultimately be 

the recipient of the Letter of Support, the MRC decided to instead write a letter to council 

supporting the potential for future collaborative efforts with the SCD. This letter will not include 

any language supporting an increase in rates and charges. MRC members Tom Doerge, Mike 

Ehlebracht, Laura Gurley and Susan Tarpley agreed to write a letter 

 

Ryan stated that the Rates and Charges increase, if passed, would allow the SCD to: 

1. Continue to focus work in the Stillaguamish River watershed, 

2. Implement more projects instead of spending time trying to secure grant money; and 

3. Increase landowner engagement.    
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Recreational Crabber Outreach - Opening Weekend 

The Snohomish County MRC partnered with Snohomish County Beach Watchers for 2017 Crabber 

Education on opening weekend July 1 and 2. Volunteers helped distribute packets, containing 

information and gauges, at the Everett 10th street boat launch, Kayak Point Park boat launch, and 

the Edmonds pier and boat launch on both days from approximately 6AM-3PM.   

 

Total: 1,031 crabber education packets handed out in Snohomish County.  The Snohomish County 

MRC partnered with Snohomish County Beach Watchers for 2017 Crabber Education on opening 

weekend July 1 and 2. Volunteers helped distribute packets at the Everett 10th street boat launch, 

Kayak Point Park boat launch, and the Edmonds pier and boat launch on both days from 

approximately 6AM-3PM. Final totals from opening weekend were 564 packets were given to 

crabbers at the Everett Boat Launch, 292 at Kayak Point Park, and 75 packets at the Edmonds 

Marina. Packets continue to be handed out and available at the Edmonds Marina Visitor’s Center, 

and approximately 100+ additional packets have been given to crabbers out since opening weekend 

finished. Suggestions for next year included lessening the amount of plastic wrap in the packets, 

starting as early as 5AM, and ending earlier, such as 12-2PM. Volunteers also suggested keeping 

the gauges outside of the packet, as many crabbers already had the gauges and didn’t need an extra, 

but were still interested in the rest of the materials. The MRC discussed designating a few locations 

to have packets available with pots and licenses at vendor locations as part of the outreach effort in 

future years.  

 

Oil Spill Subcommittee Update 
Susan Tarpley reported that the Oil Spill Subcommittee letter on the Stillaguamish GRP update 

which was submitted to Ecology on June 15, 2017, was received and Ecology did reach out to the 

MRC for some clarification. The final version of the update has been released. Ecology did 

incorporate some of the MRC comments into the revision of the Stillaguamish GRP, though the 

MRC noted that not all of their comments were addressed in the revision.  

 

The Oil Spill Subcommittee spoke with the Washington State University (WSU) Extension on the 

WSU Near Term Action to create a regional oil response program. WSU has recently received news 

of potential funding for this NTA. The MRC spoke with Chrys regarding their role in the project. At 

this time, the Oil Spill Subcommittee priorities do not include creating and managing a volunteer 

response team. Instead, the MRC is interested in being the agency liaison for the model volunteer 

program WSU is working on. The MRC agreed to continue the conversation with WSU to define 

their role in the project.  

 

Susan Tarpley attended the FEMA oil spill response virtual desktop webinar.  Twelve regions 

participated nationwide with varying degrees of agencies present (e.g., fire departments, department 

of health, municipal representatives, police and school districts).  A virtual oil spill at the Port of 

Everett tested participating agencies located within Snohomish County.  Susan thought the drill was 

a valuable tool and would like to see it implemented again with participation from the cities of 

Mukilteo and Edmonds (whom did not participate).  It was suggested during the MRC meeting that 

the county could develop a map that identified facilities/locations where hazardous materials are 

stored.   

 

Boards and Commissions Training, and MRC Member County Email Update 

Snohomish County has begun holding Boards and Commissions Training for all Snohomish County 

board members and commissioners. Franchesca, Debbie, and Laura attended the July Training. The 

Boards and Commissions Training was designed by the Snohomish County Executive’s Office to 

ensure that all county board members and commissioners receive current and consistent information 
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regarding the Public Records Act, Open Public Meetings Act, the use of county issued email 

accounts, human resources, ethics, and general information about Snohomish County Government 

and Boards and Commissions. 

  

Sessions will occur monthly through the end of 2017 and quarterly thereafter. The expectation is 

that Snohomish County board members and commissioners attend a training session within 90 days 

of their initial appointment and every four years thereafter so long as they are serving on a board or 

commission. The county is requesting that all current members attend one training in 2017 to ensure 

that everyone has access to the same information and resources. 

 

Elisa reported that any MRC members who do not represent a tribe or agency in an official capacity 

are requested to begin using the Snohomish County issued email address as soon as possible.  

Please send a test email to Elisa to confirm the creation of a county email address. 

 

MRC August Picnic 
The MRC meeting on August 16 from 6:30-8:30PM will be the summer potluck. The location of 

the Potluck will be Boxcar Park, 12000 Millwright Loop West Everett, WA 98201.  Laura Gurley 

has volunteered to bring drinks, all other members will bring a dish of their choosing.     

 

Announcements 

 NWSC Update- Elisa gave the report from Paul who is out of town. “We had a NWSC 

Ex. meeting on July 10th. We mostly discussed funding and the good news was we 

secured $228,000 from the state to be divided up equally among all the MRC's. 

Although this is just for next year so we are working on getting a bill passed in the 

future. We are also optimistic about getting our EPA funding. The NWSC is busy 

planning for the next MRC conference and may have Kevin Rankin speak at it. He was 

instrumental in getting the funding from the state. 

 LIO Update- Elisa reported that there was no LIO meeting this month. The next LIO 

meeting will be July 27.  

 Volunteer Hours Use the blank sheet to keep track of hours for July – Sept. Hours will 

be due at the end of September.  

 Elisa and Tim collected FF samples June 27 at sites 13 and index site. Site 13 samples 

were processed by Dan, but no eggs were found. This result differs from last year at this 

time, when surf smelt eggs were found during the summer at site 13. The monthly 

sample at the index site were also sampled on June 27 and on July 17. The sample was 

processed using the blue vortex method and delivered to Lucas Hart who will get the 

sample to WDFW for lab processing. The next sample date will be August 17. Cathy, 

Tom, and Craig volunteered to help take samples at Howarth Park on August 17. From 

August 2017 – February 2018, the MRC will take the full range of 18 samples monthly 

at the nearshore restoration sites.   

 Elisa and Tim collected the monthly forage fish Index Site sample July 17. 

 Elisa asked if anyone could attend Warm beach Summerfest on Saturday, August 12, 

11:00AM to 3:00PM. Currently, there are no MRC member volunteers to do outreach at 

the event.  

 Elisa reported that there was a discussion at a MRC staff meeting about if we should 

have a net pen discussion at our MRC conference (in November), and, if so, what it 

would look like to have the topic on the agenda in a productive way. The MRC 

conference committee is currently brainstorming ideas for the possible net pen 

discussion.   
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 Snohomish County Parks hosted an open house for the public on the design on June 21, 

2017. Elisa provided a copy of the meeting presentation materials for those who were 

interested. Elisa and Mike will be attending Snohomish County Meadowdale Beach Park 

and Estuary Restoration Project Stakeholder Meeting on July 31. 

 The Meadowdale Ecosystem services valuation kick-off meeting with Earth Economics 

will be immediately after the Meadowdale stakeholder meeting on July 31.  

  Elisa reported that the quarterly grant report for the Storm Surge grant was completed 

on July 6. MRC staff have begun working on the mailer for the September 14, 2017 

community update where information from the data summary report will be shared with 

participants and interested public.    

 Elisa reported that the county and WDFW Interagency Agreement (IAA) for derelict 

boat removal in the Snohomish Estuary is being reviewed by the public attorney’s office 

and risk management.  There was a meeting among the different Snohomish County 

Departments which would be involved in this IAA to discuss the contract on July 6. At 

the meeting, several questions came up and the contract is still under review. It is 

probable that there will need to be some revisions to the contract.   

 Elisa reported that WDFW has sent paperwork to the MRC for a letter of commitment 

for the MRC for one mussel watch site for the 2017-2018 monitoring season. The letter 

of commitment would require the MRC to agree to pay the Washington Department of 

Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) a sum not to exceed $2,889 to sponsor one (1) mussel cage 

site as part of the 2017/18 SAM Mussel Monitoring survey, for the project period of 

September 1, 2017 to November 30, 2018.  The MRC agreed to commit to one site at 

Brackett’s Landing, as has been done in previous years. Elisa will complete the letter of 

commitment, and Mike will review the letter.  

 Elisa and Susan reported that Jason Morgan from the Northwest Straits Foundation 

(NWSF) has asked the Snohomish MRC if they can budget any money for derelict crab 

pot removal. Derelict crab pot removal has been done in Port Gardner for several years. 

Funding for the Port Gardner project has come from different sources year to year. 

Currently, the NWSF are under contract with WDFW for derelict crab pot removals in 

high priority areas. $1.00 of every Puget Sound crab endorsement purchased is 

earmarked for derelict crab pot removal. A portion of that pot funds WDFW’s 

Enforcement sweeps of crab pots on closed crabbing days, and a portion of that has 

come to us derelict crab pot removal (this agreement has been in place since 2013). The 

funding the NWSF currently has under this agreement is nearly gone, and the NWSF is 

working on an amendment for additional funding. The Port Gardner Crab Pot Removal 

Project to be completed in January 2018 will include surveys and removals in the “Port 

Gardner Study Area,” investigation of escape cord compliance and probable reason for 

pot loss. The “Study Area” is an area of Port Gardner where removal projects have been 

completed for multiple years providing an opportunity to analyze gear loss overtime. A 

final report will be prepared detailing results, including comparing with results from past 

years to identify trends/changes/anomalies in loss rate, escape cord compliance, and 

reason for pot loss. These results could be used in evaluating the effectiveness of the 

MRC’s outreach efforts. Elisa reported that if the MRC considers this project a priority 

project, they may choose to use funds available to the MRC on the Port Gardner Crab 

Pot Removal Project.  The Snohomish MRC members came to consensus on 

contributing a minimum of $5,000 and up to an additional $5,000 if sufficient funds are 

available in the future. Elisa will review the budget and talk to Jason to further discuss 

this project.  
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Running List of MRC Actions: 

 Elisa will complete the letter of commitment for one mussel watch site for the 2017-2018 

monitoring season, and Mike will review the letter.  

 Elisa will review the budget and talk to Jason to further discuss funding for the derelict crab 

port removal project 

 Cathy, Tom, and Craig will attend the forage fish sampling event on August 17.     

 MRC members who have not done so yet, will set up their county email addresses.  

 Tom Doerge, Mike Ehlebracht, Laura Gurley and Susan Tarpley will write the letter to 

Snohomish County Council regarding the Snohomish Conservation District.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm. 


