
Snohomish County Marine Resources Advisory Committee Meeting  

Meeting Summary 
 

August 16, 2017 6:30-8:30PM 

Boxcar Park. 1200 Millwright Loop West 

Everett, WA 98201  
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MRC Members Present 

Sarah Brown 

Tom Doerge  

Mike Ehlebracht  

Laura Gurley 

Deborah Hopkins 

Franchesca Perez 

Cathy Stanley 

Susan Tarpley 

Craig Wollam 

  

 

Absent 

Paul Clampitt (excused) 

Bob Hillmann (excused) 

Traci Sanderson (excused) 

 

 

Staff, Presenters, and Others 

Elisa Dawson, Snohomish County MRC Planner 

 

Alyson Rae, Confluence 

David Bain, Sound Action 

Lisa Kaufman, Northwest Straits Foundation  

 

  

  

 

Summary of Decisions 

  

Upcoming Events 

 The next forage fish sampling will be Sept 19, 2017.  

 Boards and Commissions Appreciation Event at the Evergreen State Fair. August 28 6-8PM. 

 The next Boards and Commissions Training is  Wednesday, Sept. 13th, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm, 

Willis D. Tucker Community Park, Gary Weikel Room, 6705 Puget Park Drive, Snohomish 

98296 

 The 19th Annual MRC Conference will be November 3-4 at the Four Points in Bellingham, WA.  

 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

Franchesca Perez opened the Marine Resources Committee (MRC) meeting with a quorum at 

6:30pm.    

 

Franchesca introduced the guest speaker for the meeting, Lisa Kaufman with the Northwest Straits 

Foundation, and welcomed the other guests.    

 

Approval of MRC Meeting Summary 

The MRC will approve the July meeting summary at the September 20th MRC Meeting.  
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Northwest Straits Foundation and Snohomish County MRC Armor Removal Project  

Lisa Kaufman introduced herself as the Shoreline Restoration Project Manager for the Northwest 

Straits Foundation. She works on shoreline projects on behalf of the Foundation and MRCs. Lisa 

has worked with the Snohomish MRC in the past on projects for shoreline armor removal in Port 

Susan. Lisa was last working with the Snohomish MRC on this project in 2015. Since it has been 

several years and many of the MRC members are new, Lisa gave an overview of the history of the 

project and its current status.  

 

The project left off in 2015, when a project team, including MRC staff and Port Susan 

subcommittee members, developed an outreach strategy based on results of the Port Susan Marine 

Stewardship Area Armor Removal Assessment Report for Snohomish County Marine Resources 

Committee produced by Coastal Geologic Services (CGS). The project team evaluated multiple 

outreach strategies including a mass mailing, direct phone calls to landowners, and 

community/neighborhood meetings. Due to the limited time remaining on that grant contract, the 

project team determined that the best initial outreach strategy was to send a mailing to all priority 

parcels in the study area. A few parcels were eliminated from the mailing for various reasons based 

on observations from a field survey of the study area. Eliminated parcels included all the parcels at 

Tulare Beach, one site where armor was not visible, and one site that did not appear feasible for 

bulkhead removal at this time. The mailing was sent on August 27, 2015 with a requested response 

date of September 10, 2015. Initially following the mailing, three landowners requested site visits. 

All landowner parcels are located in the McKees Beach area of Port Susan. Snohomish County staff 

coordinated with landowners and Jim Johannessen (CGS) to schedule site visits.  Jim Johannessen 

conducted the three site visits on September 15, 2015. After the initial site visits were scheduled, 

two additional landowners requested site visits in the McKees Beach area. One landowner 

requested a site visit for a parcel north of Warm Beach. These additional site visits were referred to 

the Northwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) as they had a similar grant with additional funding to 

complete site visits in Snohomish County.  

 

However, no sites in Snohomish County were found to be successful candidates for shoreline armor 

removal during the 2015 effort by the time the grant ended. After about a year without grant 

funding for the project, the Northwest Straits Foundation has recently received additional grant 

funds in 2017 to keep working on this project. Lisa would like to make another push to try to find 

properties with viable shoreline protection projects with this funding. Lisa explained that the 

outreach strategy for this round includes outreach at the Warm Beach Summerfest (which occurred 

August 12 and Zoe from the NWSF and Elisa attended), mailers, additional outreach at the 

September 14 Storm Surge workshop, and a workshop on October 14 at the Lake Goodwin 

Community Club for Port Susan residents to learn about shoreline property protection from Jim 

Johannessen (CGS). Ultimately, Lisa would like to have several properties who are interested in site 

visits and ultimately may be potential sites for restoration projects.  

 

Additionally, the MRC and Lisa discussed previous project ideas to coordinate with land protection 

organizations and partners in Snohomish and Island counties to explore protection and conservation 

easement options for parcels considered high priority for protection in the Port Susan Marine 

Stewardship Area. There is not currently a mechanism for protection of private shoreline parcels in 

Snohomish County. The MRC is interested in continuing to find ways to address this issue, such as 

through the Shoreline Management Plan update that is currently occurring at Snohomish County.  
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Announcements 

 NWSC Update- Mike Ehlebracht attended the July 28th NWSC meeting as the alternate 

because Paul was out of town via WebEx. Mike shared that the NWSC had a 

presentation on the Pacific Shellfish Institutes recent study about shellfish farming 

improving water quality. The article can be found here: http://pacshell.org/mussel-

power.asp.  At the meeting the commission also approved the budget providing funding 

of $74,000 to each MRC and an ecosystem budget to support regional and multi-county 

projects. 

 LIO Update- Elisa reported that there was an LIO meeting on July 27. Elisa attended as 

the alternate because Paul was out of town.  The LIO has been allocated $100,000 of 

funding for a local project. The meeting on July 27 focused on reviewing the funding 

criteria and refining selection criteria for a local project to allocate the $100,000. At the 

7/27 meeting, members chose the following criteria to use for this round of funding: 1.) 

“Bang for the buck” and co-benefit efforts, 2.) The 2016 LIO subcommittee scores, and 

3.) Non-capital efforts. At the meeting, a subcommittee was formed to look at projects 

relating to these criteria. A subcommittee met on August 16 to review projects relating 

to these criteria. The MRC project for removing derelict boats from the Snohomish 

Estuary is included on the list 5 potential projects to be chosen by the Implementation 

Committee for funding. Elisa will be attending the 8/24 meeting where a project will be 

chosen for recommending funding.   

 Volunteer Hours Use the blank sheet to keep track of hours for July – Sept. Hours will 

be due at the end of September.  

 Elisa and Tim collected the monthly forage fish Index Site sample July 17. It was 

processed using the blue vortex and delivered to WDFW for further processing.  

 The next forage fish sample date will be August 17. Cathy, Tom, and Craig volunteered 

to help take samples at Howarth Park on August 17. From August 2017 – February 

2018, the MRC will take the full range of 18 samples monthly at the nearshore 

restoration sites.   

 Elisa attended the Warm Beach Summerfest on Saturday, August 12, 11:00AM to 

3:00PM. Zoe from the NWSF was also there. They handed out materials on Port Susan, 

Shoreline Protection, septic system information, and invited people to the October 14th 

workshop at Lake Goodwin Community Club.  Furthermore, people were invited to sign 

up for shoreline assessments. Four landowners signed up for site visits.  

 Elisa and Mike attended Snohomish County Meadowdale Beach Park and Estuary 

Restoration Project Stakeholder Meeting on July 31. Mike provided feedback on behalf 

of the MRC on the project design. Mike reported that the Meadowdale project is at 30% 

design. 

 The Meadowdale Ecosystem services valuation kick-off meeting with Earth Economics 

was held immediately after the Meadowdale stakeholder meeting on July 31. Mike and 

Elisa attended the meeting. Elisa has provided information to Earth Economics on forage 

fish and oil spill response.  

 The final Storm surge workshop will be September 14 form 4PM-5:30PM at Kayak 

Point Regional Park. Elisa solicited volunteers to help with the event. MRC staff have 

begun working on the mailer for the event. 

 Elisa reported that the county and WDFW Interagency Agreement (IAA) for derelict 

boat removal in the Snohomish Estuary is being reviewed by the public attorney’s office 

and risk management.  The public attorney and risk management are still reviewing the 

document after the meeting to discuss the contract on July 6. At the meeting, several 

http://pacshell.org/mussel-power.asp
http://pacshell.org/mussel-power.asp
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questions came up and the contract is still under review. It is probable that there will 

need to be some revisions to the contract.   

 Elisa provided copies of the MRC letter of commitment to WDFW for one mussel watch 

site for the 2017-2018 monitoring season. The letter of commitment requires the MRC 

to agree to pay the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) a sum not to 

exceed $2,889 to sponsor one (1) mussel cage site as part of the 2017/18 SAM Mussel 

Monitoring survey, for the project period of September 1, 2017 to November 30, 2018.  

The MRC agreed to commit to one site at Brackett’s Landing, as has been done in 

previous years. Elisa will send the competed letter of commitment to WDFW.  

 

 

Running List of MRC Actions: 

 Elisa will send the letter of commitment for one mussel watch site for the 2017-2018 

monitoring season to WDFW.   

 Cathy, Tom, and Craig will attend the forage fish sampling event on August 17.     

 Tom Doerge, Mike Ehlebracht, Laura Gurley and Susan Tarpley will continue to work on 

the letter to Snohomish County Council regarding the Snohomish Conservation District.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm and the MRC hosted their annual Summer Potluck Picnic 

following the meeting.  


